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Election '06:
Learn and think about what candidates for office are saying
By Robert Kelly

Many elections are humdrum affairs. Not this one.

There is a serious disconnect between the people and the Legislature, and elections are a most effective way for
communicating that fact to the all-too-comfortable and arrogant men and women in the Legislature who seem to
increasingly believe that they know best - and that you know nothing.

A few of the hot-button issues of the day will be discussed here in an order that has nothing to do with their
relative significance.

* Taxes: The state is awash in money and the public has spoken on the issue of tax reduction. It wants the
reduction that was promised - now.

Find out how your legislators have voted on this issue. Vote against those who refuse to return your money
because they have new ideas of where to spend it.

* Education: Listen to a gubernatorial debate or speak with a legislator about education and the Pavlovian
response will inevitably be that government needs more money for this, that and the other thing. A mountain of
evidence, however, shows decisively that reform, not money, is the need in education. If your legislator has
evidenced more loyalty to teacher unions than he/she has to the needs of your kids, vote him/her out of office.

* Marriage: The institution of marriage in Massachusetts has become a national joke - not because homosexuals
are pursuing an agenda (which is their right), but because legislators have not had the courage to stand up for
the values that most of them allegedly stand for when they go to church or synagogue each weekend. Identify
the legislators who speak with forked tongue on this issue and vote them out of office.

* Hypocrisy: In a magnificent display of generosity with your money, legislators recently awarded a pension to
the estate of a deceased member who had refused to qualify for it during his lifetime. This is but another
example of the passion with which these men and women will protect and enrich themselves and other members
of the "club" whenever the opportunity presents itself. Identify those who supported the Ruane pension and vote
them out of office.

* Government wages and fringes: Contracts are regularly negotiated with unions that represent government
employees, including teachers. The net effect of this process has been cushy retirement programs (always
identified with government work), and a wage/fringe benefit structure that now outdistances the private sector.
This feeding at the trough must stop. Identify those legislators who play footsies with the unions so that you can
pay higher taxes - and vote them out.

The government you get is the government you vote for. If you don't vote you lose permission to complain. If
you want your vote to mean something - if you want to become a working member of a movement to change
your government - read, think and vote. Get rid of those who violate sound principles; vote for those who will
reflect sound values.

Robert Kelly of Peabody is a regular contributor to the opinion pages of The Salem News.



